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authorities on which the witches* rites represented
in it were based. Jonson's manuscript dedicatory
copy is now one of the treasures of the British
Museum.
One is apt to be cynical about the sincerity of
the average dedication of Shakespeare's day, but
one at least was made in good faith since the
dedicator had little to gain by it. Marston, at the
front of a particular edition of The Malcontent,
issued in 1604 (there were several, strange to say,
in that year), wrote, "Beniamino Jonsonio, poetae
elegantissimo, gravissimo, amico suo, candido et
cordato, Johannes Marston, Musarum alumnus,
asperam hanc Thaliam D. D." Noteworthy as the
first dedication from one professional dramatist
to another, this honest tribute is still more re-
markable from the fact that the two had been
engaged not long previously in bespattering each
other with mud for the amusement of the many-
headed monster. Some two years earlier, Marston,
doubtless finding the grapes sour, had signified
his contempt for patronage by dedicating his
play, The History of Antonio and Mellida, "to the
onely rewarder, and most just poiser of vertuous
merits, the most honorably renowned No-body,
bountious Maecenas of Poetry, and Lord Pro-
tector of oppressed innocence". He proffered